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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

. 1 . This office action is in response to the amendment filed on January 1 8, 2008, in which 
claims 2, 4-13, 16-36, 38-40, 46-54 and 56-61 are presented for further examination. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1 .3 1 2. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Frank J. DeRosa (reg. no. 26,543) on February 12, 2008. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the claim: 



Please cancel claims 48 and 49 without prejudice. 
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46. (Currently Amended) An information storage and retrieval system, comprising: 

a computer system including a computer display device, a computer input device and a 
computer-readable medium, the computer system being coupled to access data stored on the 
computer-readable mediumt , wherein the medium being encoded with one or more data 
structures representing an information collection comprising a body of law, the one or more data 
structures organizing the information collection and facilitating access by the computer system of 
information from the medium relating to the body of law, the one or more data structures 
comprising: 

an association of each part of the body of law, including different versions thereof, and at 
least one topic comprising a hierarchical arrangement of topics of the body of law and parts of 
the body of law in which each part of the body of law and different version thereof and the 
associated at least one topic are hierarchically associated; and 

an association of temporal information comprising one or more dates indicating the legal 
applicability of a respective part and the legal applicability of any different version thereof and 
the respective part of the body of law or respective different version thereoff 

, wherein the computer system being programmed to access the medium and cause to be 
displayed display on the computer display device, in response to input from the computer input 
device, tho identity of information identifying at least two parts of the body of law that are 
different versions of each other together with temporal information associated therewith, and in 
response to input from the computer input device selecting one of the identified parts displayed 
identity to access the medium and cause that the one identified part whos e id e ntity was solocted 
to be displayed on the display device. 
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51 . (Currently Amended) A method of accessing an information collection stored on a computer 
readable medium using a computer coupled to access the information collection, the medium 
being encoded with one or more data structures representing an information collection 
comprising a body of law, the one or more data structures organizing the information collection 
and facilitating access by the computer system of information from the medium relating to the 
body of law, the one or more data structures comprising: 

an association of each part of the body of law, including different versions thereof, and at 
least one topic comprising a hierarchical arrangement of topics of the body of law and parts of 
the body of law in which each part of the body of law and any different version thereof and the 
associated at least one topic are hierarchically associated; and 

an association of temporal information comprising one or more dates indicating the legal 
applicability of a respective part and the legal applicability of any different version thereof and 
the respective part of the body of law or respective different version thereof; 

the method comprising: 

inputting to the computer using a computer input device th e id e ntity of information 
identifying a part of the body of law and a date; and 

in response thereto, the computer causing the computer display device to display Siat the 
identified part whose id e ntity was input to th e comput e r and which has temporal information 
encompassing the inputted date. 
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52. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 50 e^44-, wherein the information 
collection includes a table of contents (TOC) having headings with which one or more parts of 
the body of law are associated, each heading being associated with temporal information 
indicating the applicabiUty of parts associated with the respective heading, the method 
comprising: 

displaying on the computer display device a heading and the temporal information 
associated therewith; 

inputting to the computer using a computer input device a selection of displayed temporal 
information associated with a heading; and 

in response thereto, displaying on the computer display device the part of the body of law 
in the displayed heading associated with the temporal information that is selected using the 
computer input device. 

56. (Currently Amended) A method for encoding a computer readable medium with one 
or more data structures representing an information collection comprising a body of law, the one 
or more data structures organizing the information collection and facilitating computer access 
from the computer readable medium of information relating to the body of law, the body of law 
comprising a plurality of topics and a plurality of parts, including parts that are different versions 
of each other, the method comprising creating in the one or more data structures: 

an association of each part of the body of law, including different versions thereof, and at 
least one topic in a hierarchical arrangement of topics of the body of law and parts of the body of 
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law in which each part of the body of law and any different version thereof and the associated at 
least one topic are hierarchically associated; 

an association of temporal information comprising one or more dates indicating the legal 
applicability of a respective part and the legal applicability of any different version thereof and 
the respective part of the body of law or respective different version thereof; and 

an association of information relating to each part or version of the body of law and the at 
least one topic with which the respective part or version is associated^ ; the m e thod comprising 
storing th e on e or mor e data structur e s in tho computer r e adabl e m e dium. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Upon searching a variety of databases, the examiner respectfully submits that claims 2, 4- 
13, 16-36, 38-40, 46-47, 50-54 and 56-61 are allowable in Hght of the applicants* arguments and 
in light of the prior art made of record. 

Conclusion 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jean M. Corrielus whose telephone number is (571) 272-4032. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 10 hours shift. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene can be reached on (57 1 ) 272-41 07. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA)^57 1-272- 1000. 
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